away under a staircase with some old boxes. He read
the funeral service to the widow alone, before the
body was taken away with the others to the church-
yard, where it was buried in a separate grave.

Mrs Polehampton was sustained by the sense of
triumph until, as the days went on, she awoke to
the emptiness of life with neither child nor husband:
then the radiance began to fade. Still, as the siege
continued and times grew harder, she was glad that
her husband had been taken early, finding comfort
in the promise to Josiah: 'Behold therefore, I wall
gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be
gathered into thy grave in peace, and thine eyes
shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this
place.'
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